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get a man to go to him to-morrow to Hinchinbroke, to contrive with him about some alterations in his house, which I did and got Mr. Kennard.1   Dined with my Lady and staid all the afternoon with her, and had infinite of talk of all kind of things, especially of beauty of men and women, with which she seems to be much pleased to talk of.  From thence at night to Mr. Kennard and took him to Mr. Den-ham, the Surveyor's. Where, while we could not speak with him, his chief man (Mr. Cooper) did give us a cup of good sack.    From thence with Mr. Kennard to my Lady who is much pleased with him, and after a glass of sack there, we parted, having taken order for a horse or two for him and his servant to be gone to-morrow.   So to my father's, where I sat while they were at supper, and I found my mother below stairs and pretty well.    Thence home, where I hear that the Comptroller had some business with me, and (with Giffin's lanthorn) I went to him and there staid in discourse an hour till late, and among other things he showed me a design of his, by the King's making an Order of Knights of the Sea,2 to give an encouragement for persons of honour to undertake the service of the sea, and he had done it with great pains and very ingeniously.    So home and to prayers and to bed.
loth. Up exceedingly early to go to the Comptroller, but he not being up and it being a very fine, bright, moonshine morning I went and walked all alone twenty turns in Corn-hill, from Gracious Street corner to the Stockes8 and back again, from 6 o'clock till past 7, so long that I was weary, and going to the Comptroller's thinking to find him ready,
King's Bench in Ireland, born at Dublin in 1615, appointed at the Restoration Surveyor-General of the Works, and created a Knight of the Bath at the Coronation of Charles II.; better known as the author of "Cooper's Hill." He was one of the original Fellows of the Royal Society. His troubles with his second wife are related further on in the Diary. He died March, 1668-9, and was buried in Westminster Abbey.
1 Kennard  was  master-joiner  at  Whitehall, see  February nth, 1660-61.
2 Nothing further appears to have been done in respect to Sir Robert Slingsby's scheme of an Order of Knights of the Sea.
8 The Stocks originally stood on the site of the Mansion House.   At this time the place was occupied by a market.